Language X language use matrix
Village Level

  •
Language:

  •
Village:

•
Population:

· Nationalities present:

  •
Investigator/s:

  •
Date:

For Reported language use, put an "R" 

For Observed language use, put an "O" 

	Participants
	Domain
	Language X
	Other

	older adult women
	home
	
	

	older adult men
	home
	
	

	adult men
	home
	
	

	adult women


	home


	
	

	children


	home


	
	

	parent>child


	home


	
	

	child>parent


	home


	
	

	children


	playing


	
	

	teacher>students
	school


	
	

	children


	school


	
	

	adults
	work
	
	

	local official


	office


	
	

	young people > young people
	community
	
	

	adults


	community


	
	

	Language X > outsider 


	community


	
	

	outsider > Language X


	community


	
	


Township level
	Language X > outsider 


	market


	
	
	

	outsider > Language X

	market


	
	
	


Village Level
  •
Language:

  •
Village:

•
Population:

· Nationalities present:

  •
Investigator/s:

  •
Date:

	Category
	
	Observation (circle if observed)
	Details (number, language, location, condition)

	Location
	Accessibility
	distance from township (km and time), condition of road (gravel, cement)
	

	
	
	distance from main road (include altitude gain)
	

	
	
	number of trucks/vans in half hour
	

	Education
	Primary schools
	number; condition
	

	
	Truancy
	children playing during school hours
	

	Homes


	Amenities
	TVs, radios, tape players, VCD
	

	
	Electricity
	power lines
	

	
	Communication
	telephone lines 
	

	
	Construction
	on stilts, mud walls, cement foundation, internal walls
	

	Literacy
	Homes with books
	all, most, some, few, none
	

	
	Types of books
	magazines, newspaper, posters, signs, letters
	

	
	People reading
	age; sex; type of material 
school, home, store
	

	
	People writing
	age; sex; type of material 
school, home, store
	


Township Level

  •
Language:

  •
Village:

•
Population:

· Nationalities present:

  •
Investigator/s:

  •
Date:

	Category
	
	Observation (circle if observed)
	Details (number, language, location, condition)

	Location
	Accessibility
	distance from county seat (km and time), condition of road (gravel, cement)
	

	
	
	distance from main road (include altitude gain)
	

	
	
	number of trucks/vans in half hour
	

	Education
	Secondary schools
	number; condition
	

	
	Truancy
	children playing during school hours
	

	
	Supplies
	paper, pens, pencils, chalk
	

	Homes


	Amenities
	TVs, radios, tape players, VCD
	

	
	Electricity
	power lines
	

	
	Communication
	telephone lines 
	

	
	Construction
	on stilts, mud walls, cement foundation, internal walls
	

	Literacy
	Homes with books
	all, most, some, few, none
	

	
	Types of books
	magazines, newspaper, posters, signs, letters
	

	
	People reading
	age; sex; type of material 

school, home, store
	

	
	People writing
	age; sex; type of material 

school, home, store
	

	
	Leadership 
	age; nationality; degree of wealth
	


For extended observation

	Category
	
	Observation (circle if observed)
	Details (number, language, location, condition)

	Social Interaction
	Women's activities
	washing clothes, dishes, farming, carrying goods
	

	
	Men's activities
	splitting wood, farming, hunting, fishing, smoking


	

	
	Male/female interaction
	public vs. private; separate vs. together; relating to guests
	

	
	Children's activities
	games, swimming, sports, toy construction 
	

	
	Recreation and hobbies
	games, reading, karaoke, story telling; riddles
	

	
	Leadership 


	age; nationality; degree of wealth
	


Notes:

· Unable to find previous observation schedules in other SILESR survey documents at http://www.sil.org/silesr/. This should be pointed out to avoid wasting time searching for them.
· Blair, Frank. 1990. Survey on a Shoestring. Dallas: Summer Institute of Linguistics. 5-7, 87-92.

· The first step in participant observation is gaining the acceptance of the community.
· At the very least, note can be taken of the variety of languages that are used in attempting to communicate with a stranger.
· The observer should note not just the frequency of second-language use, but also the context of the speech act. Fishman’s (1965) question: “Who speaks what language to whom and when?” is relevant at the very least.

· Kindell, Gloria, ed. 1997. How to use Observation. LinguaLinks Library. Dallas: SIL International, Assessing Language / How to survey and assess the sociolinguistic situation / Identifying the social distribution of linguistic varieties / How to collect data and analyze language use by social groupings.

· language vitality

· acceptance of traditional language literacy

· social functions

· cultural values

· societal needs

· The observer tries to distinguish which language (Language X or LWC), is used   

· in which domains, and 

· by which participants.

· The basic research question is: documentation of Language X varieties and definition of Language X dialects 
· “Who speaks which language variety to whom in which domains?”
